islam Arastirmalart Dergisi

arastirma yapmak isteyenlere farkl tlkeler hakkinda giris niteliginde bilgiler
saglamasindan dolay1 degerli bir ¢calisma olarak kabul edilebilir.

Ayse Zisan Furat

Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrine and Practices
Michael Bonner

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2006. 198 pages.

Jihad in Islamic History by the fine historian Michael Bonner is the English
version of Le jihad, origins, interprétations, combats published by Téraedre
in 2004. The aim of the book is to provide a short book as introduction to the
doctrine and practices of jihad and, more specifically, to the origins of jihad
within the broader history of Islam (p. xv).

The first chapter is a first brief introduction to jihad but mainly draws the
borders of the field of debate among Muslim jurists and political actors over
the centuries. In fact the intention of the author is to portray the origins of
Jjihad as a series of events covering all the broad extent of Islamic history. For
this Muslims have employed a shared idiom, derived from the Quran, from
the various narratives of origins, from the classical doctrine of jihad, and from
their shared experience. However, their ways of doing this have been quite
diverse: not mere repetitions or re-enactments of the first founding moment
but new foundations arising in a wide variety of circumstances (p. 17).

The following two chapters attempt to analyse the doctrine of jihad through
the Muslim classical sources: the Quran and the narratives of origins. The sec-
ond chapter makes a consideration of the themes relating to warfare and jihad
in the Quranic text. The following chapter is focused about the narrative about

jihad in the early Muslim community through hadith, sira and maghazi.
Here and in the fourth chapter there is a handy introduction for neophytes to
the scholarly debates in the West on the origins of the ‘sacred history’ and the
hadith literature. The fourth chapter give also space to the great expansion of
the Islamic Empire and its interpretation by Western authors.

Chapter five is dedicated to explain the concept of martyrdom through the
early sources and then historically. The following chapter is devoted to the
treatment of conquered societies; namely the religious freedoms and the fis-
cal regime of non-Muslim populations that were conquered by Islamic armies
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during the great expansion in the early centuries of Islamic history. The author
views are quite favourable of Muslim dominations and he compares it with
Convivencia in Spain after the Reconquista, which unfortunately did not
demonstrate the same tolerance of Muslim authorities.

The chapter ‘Embattled Scholars’ examines how the doctrine of jihad was
intended throughout the centuries in different areas of the Muslim lands. Here
is evident how interpretations are influenced by tensions that had been breed-
ing among various contending parties that included the leader and other rep-
resentatives of the Islamic state, who needed to mobilize armies so as to de-
fend and, where possible, expand the territory of Islam.

Chapter eight is the longer section of the book and is dedicated to a histori-
cal overview of the early centuries of Islam and the different interpretations
ad use of the doctrine of jihad from the emergence of the Umayyad state to
the emergence of the Ottoman Empire. Bonner demonstrates in this chapter
not only a good knowledge of early Islamic history but also a capacity of
synthesis. However, the space dedicated to the Ottoman Empire appears too
concise, considering the extent and the relevance of the Ottoman era and
the political, economic and international challenges that the Empire had to
face. Those challenges inevitably influenced the understanding of the doctrine
of jihad and the numerous scholarly debates. Other important Islamic eras
and geographies are not even mentioned. For instance, there is no reference
throughout the book of the Mughal Empire and the Indian subcontinent, also
crucial pages of Islamic history and the evolution of Islamic jurisprudence.

In a period when there is so much talking of jihad, its dreadful misinter-
pretations, and its interpreters in the international media and in the academia
such an equilibrate introduction is welcome. However, the book may repre-
sent a disappointment for those who would like to understand the doctrine
and interpretations of jihad in the contemporary world. Indeed only the rela-
tively small chapter nine is dedicated to the period that stretches from Napo-
leon expedition to Egypt passing through the emergence of modern states in
the Middle East to nowadays. Only four pages are dedicated to the contem-
porary evolutions and interpretations of the doctrine of jihad. Nevertheless,
this is exactly what the common reader would probably be interested in today.
Maybe a different and more precise title might have avoided any disappoint-
ment or misunderstanding.

In the preface, Michael Bonner acknowledges his intention to concentrate
his work on the early period of Islam and -as he writes- ‘it is there that my
own contributions and ideas stand the best chance of being considered origi-
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nal, and perhaps even right’ (p. xvii). Bonner has been very successful in
preparing an introduction to the doctrine and practices of jihad in early Is-
lamic history that can initiate students to the first period Islamic history and
early interpretations of jihad. Moreover, there is also a useful commented
bibliography at the end of each chapter useful for further readings in the major
European languages.

Michelangelo Guida

Les derviches tourneurs: doctrine, histoire et pratiques
Alberto Fabio Ambrosio, Eve Feuillebois, Thierry Zarcone
Paris: Cerf, 2006. 212 sayfa.

Ug yazarnn hazirladigi Les derviches tourneurs, dizenli ve dlizgiin sunumu
olan Fransizca bir Mevlevilige giris kitabidir. Kitabin hazirlanis dykiistine degi-
nilen “Giris” kismindan sonra, “Birinci Bolim”de Mevlana'nin yasamoykiisii
ve yapit1 (Feuillebois), “ikinci Bolum”de Mevleviligin gelisimi (Zarcone) ve
son bolimde de basta sema ayini, daha dogrusu mukabele anlatiliyor (Amb-
rosio). Ug sayfalik bir “Sonug”tan sonra ayrintili bir “Bibliyografya” (s. 177-
194) ve iki ayn “Dizin"le (Kisi ve yer isimleri; kavramlar) kitap tamamlantyor.
Fransa’'da konuyla ilgili genis kitleye yonelik son yapitlarin 1970’li yillarda
Eva de Vitray-Meyerovitch’'in elinden ¢ikanlar oldugu animsanirsa, bundan
6nce D. Gimaret ve S. Ruspoli gibi Islamiyat uzmanlarnin da yayincisi olan
dinler tarihinde uzmanlasmis Cerf Yaymevi'nin girisiminin yerindeligi anlagilir.

XIII. yizyil irani tasavvuf gelenegi ve siirinin uzmani Eve Feuillebois’'nin
sundugu Mevlana'nin yasamoykiisii (s. 15-31), siyasi, iktisadi ve toplumsal
baglam biitiiniiyle gbz ardi edilmis oldugundan ve ustelik yeni bakis acila-
11 ve bilgilerden yararlanilmadigindan kuru bir anlatim olarak kalmis. Yazar,
Mevlana’'nin yapritini ele aldig1 sayfalarda (s. 32-42) 6nce Mesneuvi ve Divan-i
Kebir'i Vitray-Meyerovitch'in siir ¢evirilerinden genis alintilarla okurlarina ta-
nittyor ve Ui¢ paragrafla da Fihi ma fih ve Mektabat'tan soz ediyor. “Birinci
Bolim™in son sayfalarinda (s. 62-81) Feuillebois, Mevlana'nin siirlerindeki
ana mazmunlara ve tarzlara (6r. sathiyeler) yer veriyor ve Mesneuvi sairinin
fran siir geleneginde, ozellikle kendi ¢agindaki yerini belirliyor. Ancak yazar
ondan 6nce, Mevlana'nin tasavvufi goriiglerini ele aliyor (s. 42-62). Gergi, ele
aliyor diye nitelemek bile belki de fazla olacak; ¢linkii burada agirlikli olarak
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