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The Critical Edition of Tafsir Siira al-Tin by Ahmad b. Idris al-Fasi

This paper tackles a critical edition of Tafsir Sitra al-Tin written by Ahmad b. Idris
(d. 1253/1837). Ahmad b. Idris lived in the Ottoman period and studied religious
sciences from the scholars of the era. He joined different sifi tariqas - including
Shadhiliyya, Khidiriyya, Khalwatiyya - and studied with the sheikhs Abu al-Qasim
al-Wazir,‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Tazi and Hasan al-Qina‘1. He left behind many books
and students. One of his works that has reached us is Tafsir Siira al-Tin.

There are two copies of this epistle in Turkey's libraries. The first is in the National
Library in Ankara and the second is in the collection of Osman Huldi Ozturkler
in the Suleymaniya Library. The critical edition performed in this study is carried
out by utilizing these two copies, which do not differ from each other signifi-
cantly. In terms of content, it is possible to split the writing into two parts: The
beginning which includes an interpretation of verses 1 to 3, is based on a literal
understanding of Qur’an. The second part, which begins with verse 4, focuses on
ish'ari (esoteric) interpretation. In the first three verses, Ahmad b. Idris appears to
have expressed only the opinions of former commentators, whereas he embraces
the Sufi methodology in other verses. In this epistle, Ahmad b. Idris deals with a
number of important issues in Sufi thought, including the differences between
reason and feeling (dhawq) as a source of knowledge, the essence and the form of
entities, the manifestation of God in the form of entities, the relationship between
the manifestation of God and recognition of the truth of things, the creation of
mankind in the best form and the reasons for reducing him to the lowest of low.

Key words: Ahmad b. Idris, Tafsir Sura al-Tin, Ishari tawil, ahsan al-taqwim, asfal
al-safilin.
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Ahmed b. Idris el-Fasi’nin Tefsiru sireti’t-Tin Adl Risalesinin Tahkiki

Bu calisma, Ahmed b. Idris'in (8. 1253/1837) Tefsiru siretit-Tin adl risilesinin
tahkikini ele almaktadir. Ahmed b. idris Osmanli déneminde yasadi ve dini ilim-
leri ¢aginin alimlerinden 6grendi. Sazeliyye, Hidiriyye ve Halvetiyye tarikatlarina
seyhleri Ebl-Kasim el-Vezir, Abdiilvehhab et-Tazi ve Hasan el-Kinai vasitasiyla
intisap etti. Arkasinda bir¢ok eser ve 6grenci birakti. Onun gliniimiize ulasan es-
erleri arasinda Tin stiresi i¢in yaptig1 tefsir de bulunmaktadir.

Tiirkiye kiitiiphanelerinde bu risélenin iki niishas1 mevcuttur. Bunlardan ilki An-
karadaki Milli Katiiphanede, ikincisi Istanbul'da Stileymaniye Kiitiiphanesi, Os-
man Huldi Oztiirkler koleksiyonunda bulunmaktadir. Caligmada gerceklestirilen
tahkik de bu iki niishaya bagl kalinarak gerceklestirilmektedir. Tahkikli metinde
miigahede edildigi tizere iki nlisha arasinda ¢ok fazla farklilik bulunmamaktadr.

Icerigi bakimindan risleyi iki kisma ayirmak miimkiindiir. Stirenin 1-3. ayetlerin-
in tefsirinin yapildig: ilk kisimda zahiri tefsire 6nem verilirken; 4. ayetle baslayan
ikinci kisimda ise isari tevillere yogunlasilmaktadir. Risaledeki fikirlerin arka
planina dikkat edildiginde, Ahmed b. Idris’in, zahiri agiklamalarinda sadece dnce-
ki miifessirlerin gorislerini dile getirdigi, isari tevillerinde de sGfi bakis agisini
takip ettigi goriilmektedir.

Ahmed b. idris, bu risalede stfi diisiinceyle ilgili nemli birgok konuya temas et-
mektedir. Bu konular arasinda; Allah ve esyanin hakikatini bilmede bilgi kaynag:
olmasi bakimindan “nazar” ve “zevk” arasindaki farkliliklar, Alemdeki varliklarin
6zl ve sureti, Hakk'mn varliklarin suretlerinde tecelli etmesi, HakK’in tecellisiyle
esyanin hakikatini idrak etmek arasindaki iligki, insanin ahsen-i takvim tizere
yaratilmasiyla amaglanan hedef ve insanin esfel-i séfiline indirilmesindeki hikmet
bulunmaktadir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Ahmed b. idris, Tefsiru streti’t-Tin, isari tevil, ahsen-i takvim,
esfel-i safilin.
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